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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction

Redistributed under licence from HAE by Brian Dent Ltd. Licence expires on 31/01/2024

Using the Arc Welder
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Wear protective equipment especially a welding helmet.
Care must be taken to avoid an electric shock from the welding cables.

Work should not be carried out in damp or wet conditions.

Check that the welding cables are connected properly. The machine must be switched

off if any adjustments need to be made, including changing rods or the welding

current.

5. The cables should be uncoiled completely. A good connection must be made on the
workpiece close to the part to be welded.

6. The welding rod should always be put down on an insulated surface. If it touches the
workpiece or earth, it could strike an arc.

Goggles must be worn to protect the eyes when chipping the slag off.

The welder may switch itself off if it is overloaded.

before restarting.
company.

It should be allowed to cool down
If this happens repeatedly, check with an electrician or the hire

9. Any welding will remain hot for some time. Make sure no-one touches it. Do not cool

with water.

10. The engine should be stopped before the machine is left unattended.

11. If the equipment does not work properly, operators should not attempt to repair it.

Contact the hire company.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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Hire Association Europe

2450 Regents Court
The Crescent

Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email: mail@hae.org.uk
website: www.hae.org.uk
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Safety Guidance
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Arc Welder

Read this entire leaflet before using the Arc Welder

1. Diesel is highly flammable.
cause a fire or explosion.

2. Electricity can be hazardous and must always be used with

great care.

3. The glare produced by the electric arc during welding is

harmful to the eyes and skin.

4. This welder is designed to weld metals like iron and steel.
It will not weld metals like aluminium.

5. The action of this welder can cause injury or damage if the machine is not used in a

Care must be taken not to

careful and controlled way. It is quite heavy, care must be taken when moving it.

6. |If operators have not used the arc welder before, they should practice using some
scrap metal before starting on the main task.

7. The work should be planned ahead and thought out to make sure it will always be

carried out safely.

8. The following items of personal protective equipment must be worn as a minimum:

Dust mask — a minimum of EN149 FFP3(s) protection;

Ear muffs or plugs giving protection for levels up to 94 dB(A):
Welding mask: EN166/EN169/EN175 or BS679/1542;

Impact resistant goggles: EN166 — B or BS2092 grade 1;

Gloves.

9. This machine must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the influence of drugs or

alcohol.

10. This arc welder is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either

a temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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