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STARTING THE ENGINE (Continued...)

4.

8.

9.

Set the choke control to the appropriate
position for a cold start; f the engine is
warm the choke control should be in the
off position.

Operate the ignition/starter switch. The
first position operates the ignition, the
second position operates the starter
motor. There may be some variances on
this procedure.

The operator may need to depress the
accelerator when starting.

If the utility truck fails to start after a few
seconds, switch the key to the off
position for 15 seconds, then try again.
When the engine starts, release the key
which will return to the first position.
Stop the engine by switching the key to
the off position.

STOPPING THE ENGINE

1. Apply the handbrake.
2. Switch the ignition key to the off position.
3. To prevent unauthorised use, switch off,

remove the ignition key and activate all
the security devices.

USING THE UTILITY TRUCK

When using the utility truck, the operator
must stay aware of what is happening all
around. Do not assume that people or
obstacles will get out of the way.
Authorised passengers must only be
allowed to sit in proper seats. Passengers
must not be carried in the cargo area.
Getting on and off the truck must be

4.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The operator must stay seated in the
drivers’ seat until the vehicle is parked
up. They must not lean out to move
obstacles or help other people.

Make sure the brakes are applied when
the truck is stationary, or it may creep or
roll without noticing.

Before the vehicle is driven in reverse,
make sure the area is clear of people
and obstructions.

Avoid hazardous areas such as soft
ground, trenches, or overhead
obstacles.

Take care on slopes. Go straight or
down slopes slowly and carefully and
never drive diagonally across them. Be
aware that loose surfaces increase the
risk of driving on slopes.

Never move the truck near to any trench
or other area where men are working.
Apply the parking brake if the vehicle is
stopped with the engine still running.
Always stop the utility truck on firm,
level ground, away from pedestrians
and other traffic.

If the vehicle has to be parked on a
slope, chock the wheels as well as
applying the parking brake, take care
especially if the operator is carrying a
load.

The operator should not attempt to load
or unload the utility truck from the
delivery truck/trailer unless they are
authorised and fully experienced to do so.
If the utility truck does not work
properly, do not try to repair it. Contact

Safety Guidance
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Ride on Utility Truck

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.

PETROL v:122016

It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE using the Utility Truck

1. Petrol is highly flammable. Care must be taken not to cause a
fire or an explosion.

2. The utility truck is designed for the quick and easy carriage of
materials across large sites. It must not be used for any other
purpose.

3. The vehicle usually has two fitted seats to carry a maximum of
two persons. Do not carry persons in the cargo area.

4. The action of this utility truck can cause injury or damage if the
vehicle is not used and driven in a careful and controlled way.

5. The operator may need a license to drive the vehicle, check with the hire company.

6. The vehicle must not be driven by anyone who is not authorised to do so, and have had
previous experience, or a course of instruction from a responsible body.

7. The operator should not attempt to load or unload this utility truck from the delivery truck or
trailer unless authorised and fully experienced in doing so.

8. ltis important to plan how the vehicle will be used to complete each task and try to foresee
any problems/issues that may occur so that they can be dealt with safely.

9. There is no specific personal protective equipment (PPE) required when driving the utility truck.
Operators should wear PPE appropriate to the task they are performing.

10. The utility truck must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

11. The utility truck is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either temporary

done properly. Do not reach the drivers’

seat by climbing from the cargo area.

the hire company immediately.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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Hire Association Europ:
2450 Regents Court
The Crescent

Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE
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Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email: mail@hae.org.uk
website: www.hae.org.uk
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or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using.

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived
to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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